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that have been made to solve the problem. As appendices it contains such 
materials as a "Bibliography of Transportation Facilities on Waterfront, Man- 
hattan Island ;" the "Report of the Board of Consulting Engineers to Depart- 
ment of Docks, 1897;" the "Report on Improvement of Terminal Facilities of 
the Port of New York by Committee on Foreign Commerce and the Revenue 
Laws of the Chamber of Commerce ;" and an "Extract from the Report of the 
Public Service Commission Relative to the Tracks of the New York Central 
and Hudson River Railroad on the West Side of the Borough of Manhattan." 



Report of the Proceedings of the International Free-Trade Congress, 
London, August, 190S. London : Cobden Club, Caxton House, West- 
minister, S. W. 8vo, pp. xx+652. 

One may accept the characterization of this congress by its secretary, Mr. 
Murray Macdonald : it was, unquestionably, "the most important and representa- 
tive gathering of free traders that has ever been held." Representatives were 
present from nearly every country in Europe, and from Canada, Australia, India, 
and the United States. The programme of subjects submitted to those who 
undertook to prepare papers covered a wide range of interests. In the first 
sessions much emphasis was laid upon the efficacy of a free-trade policy as 
a means of insuring international peace. Subsequent sessions were devoted to a 
discussion of the more purely economic aspects of commercial policy. Through- 
out, the experience of the several countries represented was cited in considerable 
detail. It is needless to remark that the experience of every country demon- 
strated the unwisdom of protectionism. Economists already familiar with the 
lines of argument ordinarily pursued in the discussion of protective tariffs will 
find in this volume perhaps the completest resume of argument and of evidence 
against protectionism that has ever been made. Protective tariffs are shown to 
have operated everywhere "in the interest of capital and against labor ;" every- 
where to have "debased public morals and corrupted government at its very 
source;" and the hope is entertained that this evidence may have a "lasting 
effect on the controversy that is being waged throughout the world on the 
question of commercial policy, and that finds its center at the moment in the 
United Kingdom." Certainly, in so far as the commercial policy of nations is 
a matter of argument and evidence, this excellent popular statement of the 
case for free trade ought to have practical consequences. The case against 
protectionism is perfectly clear ; but the nations in shaping their commercial 
policies have not in the past chosen to regard it. J. C. 



The Passing of the Tariff. By Raymond L. Bridgman. Boston : Sherman 

French & Co., 1909. 8vo, pp. 272. $1.20. 

Dropping all discussion as to the results and wisdom of the country's tariff 
policy in the past the author of this volume seeks to set forth the reasons 
why, under the conditions which now exist, the protective tariff should be 
abolished, and indicates the forces which he believes are at present tending 
to bring about that result. Among the forces of this sort which he enumerates 
are : the belief that the trusts are fostered by the tariff ; the growing sensitive- 
ness to the way in which special interests are subserved by the protective 
duties ; the discovery on the part of domestic manufacturers seeking to increase 



